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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Deployment of
Military Personnel to Kenya and
Tanzania
February 25, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On August 10, 1998, I reported to the

Congress that two teams of U.S. military per-
sonnel had been deployed to Kenya and Tan-
zania to assist in the provision of security for
our embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam
in the aftermath of the terrorist bombings
at those sites. I am providing this supple-
mental report, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, as part of my efforts to keep
the Congress informed about the continuing
deployment of U.S. military personnel in
Kenya.

The military personnel that deployed to
Tanzania have since redeployed. Military
personnel have remained in Kenya, however,
to assist in provision of security for our em-
bassy and American citizens in Nairobi. The
need for this additional security support will
continue until renovations are completed to
provide a secure and permanent embassy fa-
cility in Nairobi.

I have continued this deployment of U.S.
Armed Forces pursuant to my constitutional
authority to conduct U.S. foreign relations
and as Commander in Chief and Chief Exec-
utive. I appreciate the support of the Con-
gress in this action to assist in embassy secu-
rity and the security of American citizens
overseas.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
and Congressional Campaign
Committees Dinner in San
Francisco, California
February 25, 1999

Thank you. Well, thank you very much.
First of all, let me say to our host and his

family and to all the rest of you, I have had
a perfectly wonderful time here tonight. And
I think that’s important. I say that because
a lot of you go to a lot of these events, and
I don’t know that you always have a perfectly
wonderful time. [Laughter] But we’ve had
a wonderful time.

I think all of you know you’re here to do
something of surpassing importance, and I
want to say that, as I was looking at the pre-
vious speakers and those who were intro-
duced who hold public office, I was sitting
here silently thinking to myself, I am very
proud to be a member of my political party.

I am the beneficiary, as no one else here
is, of all the work that these Members of
Congress have done. I know things about
them all that we don’t have time even to go
through. I’ve had conversations with Senator
Baucus about the environment or how we
ought to relate to Asia over the long run.
I’ve talked to Senator Torricelli at all hours
of the night, usually at my instigation, I might
add, about all manner of issues. Senator
Boxer and I are members of the same family
in more ways than one, and I was profoundly
grateful that the people of California re-
elected her by such a handsome margin.

And Hillary and I both felt privileged to
be able to come out here last year and to
campaign for her, for Gray Davis, for all the
Democrats who were elected. Congressman
Bonior, Congressman Miller, Congressman
Kennedy—you know I used to be like Con-
gressman Kennedy, too young to hold office,
and I looked younger than I was—[laugh-
ter]—but he’s a marvelous leader for our
Democratic House Campaign Committee—
Congresswoman Eshoo; Congresswoman
Lofgren, who was, I must say to all of you,
a lion on the House Judiciary Committee and
a great leader there; Congresswoman Wool-
sey.

I want to say what Bob Torricelli said
about Nancy Pelosi is right. I have been on
both sides of issues with Nancy Pelosi; there
is nothing more humbling than to have her
look at you and tell you why you’re wrong.
[Laughter] You know? You just—she doesn’t
have to do like those really conservative Re-
publicans who invoke God all the time. She
just looks at you, and you know God is on
her side. [Laughter] She never has to say it,
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